
Animal Dignity
Philosophical Reflections
on Non-Human Existence

How do we understand the dignity and value of  non-human animals? Leading philosophers, ethnologists,
and writers contribute to this interdisciplinary and wide-ranging account of  animal dignity.

With a foreword by world-leading primatologist, Jane Goodall DBE, the 20 essays collected here make the
case for applying the concept of  dignity beyond its usual humanist framework and introduce readers to
animal  dignity  in  history,  law,  science,  philosophy  and literature.  United  in  recognising  the  dignity  of
nonhuman animals,  these essays suggest  how we might  ensure a  flourishing environment in  times of
ecological  destruction  and  climate  breakdown.  Historians,  primatologists,  philosophers,  novelists,  and
artists  approach the concept  of  animal  dignity  creatively,  offering  interpretations  that  are academically
rigorous, alongside ones that are personal and literary. This variety of  engagement knits together a fruitful
way forward for progressive relations between all species.

Melanie Challenger works as a researcher and broadcaster on the history of  humanity and the natural world,  and on
environmental philosophy. She is the author of On Extinction: How We Became Estranged from Nature and
How to Be Animal: What it means to be human. She received a Darwin Now Award for her research in the
Canadian Arctic and the Arts Council International Fellowship with the British Antarctic Survey for her work on the
history of  whaling. Challenger is the host of  the “Enter the Psychosphere” podcast, on intelligence in nature. She regularly
works in bioethics and is the Deputy Co-Chair of  the Nuffield Council. She lives with her family in England.

Visit https://www.melaniechallenger.com/ 
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